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Introduction

ThisHabitat Mapping project was commissioned by Ballinody Tiowns in January 2020.

The mapped area covers portions of three townlands; Ballinora (sometinediedp
Ballynora)Ballymah, and Inishkenny. Within the mapped arese(8ig.1 below) is a section
of Curraheen Stream and a very steep sided valley thraulgch the stream runsthe
steepness of this valley in some secBappears to have rendered iargelyunsuitable for

agriculturalor development

(JIBoundary

Figurel Mapped Area

On the first edition Ordnance Survéyinchmapfrom the mid to-late late 19" century,
aevyoztz3e I LILISI NB G2 AYRAOFGS WCdANGtSnal2z NI 2 KA
Library of Scofind, 2020a)Furze is perhaps more commonly know as Gorse in Ireland,

Whin isa synonym for this.



Onthe second editim Ordnance Surve®s inchmap from the late 19 to early 20" century,
symbologyA Yy RA OF 1S& | YAEUGdz2NB  ANatiowaCldahady 6f ScotlagdR  Ww 2 dz
2020b)on the valley sles.

On the thirdedition Ordnance Surveyinch map from the earljo-mid 20" century there is
againamixo2 ¥ WCdzNJ SQ | yIRconpest2odzaliér ntaps a seideNIBc@nifer
woodland is indicated runningorth-eastalong the slopes abowhe river from just below

the bridge for about 260 meters.

To someadegreethe extent of Gorse seen on older maps still persists today. There are

notable areas of Bracken ondlslopes today which may be a relatively recent development

however this may hee been included underthe d&NA LIG A 2y 2 F WTFdzNJ SQF Wg
LJ- &  dzNJBifolderlidajf sgnd&ogyThere are only a few conifer trees now standing in

the secton mapped as conifer woodland in the early"2&entury, the trees in thiswoodland

now beingcomposedprimarily of Sycanore, Ash and AldeBased on a comparison of the

symbology on the older maps against modern aerial photography the amount of woodland

in the mapped area would seem to have increassmmewhatsince the 19 century.

Figure2 Gorse, bramble andioodland on slopes.

In the 2Pt century there have been changes within the mapped afeaor to 2000 the area

where Woodside estate now stands was agricultural fielasnediately eat of the estate



three fields, whichdrm a triangle, haveucceededo scrub, immature woodland and rank

grasslandsince ¢.2000

The highespoint in the maped area is c. 80 meters abe sea level. Th@eological Society

of Ireland website showsedrock in the eeaas Ballytrasna Formation Purple mudstone and
sandstone Teagasc soil mapsdicate soil in the mapped ares of two types. On the steep

valley &des, itis indicated asbgid Ay {2Af DNRdzL) W[ AlK2a2faz NE
well drained, mierald a I A y f &Onlth® ke\RI’a@as @bove the valley it is indicated as

{2Af DNRdzLJ W!I OAR . NRgYy 9 NI Ka I Draihel Migerat 2 RT 2 f A
(MainlyacR A O0 Q ®

For 2019 the higheshonthlyrainfall recorded at the nearby Cork Airp®/eather Station
was179.20mmin Ocober. The lowest monthly rainfallas in May at 41mm. The average

monthly rainfall for the year was 105.34mm.

Fa that year the maximum temgrature recorded was idune at 23.8C, the lowest was in
Januanat-2.1xCTHS KA 3IKSad F @SNF3IS Y2y aKte (SYLISNI G dz
f26SaG Ay 5SOSYOSNI G cdux/ ®

ly AYGSNBadGAy3a SEOSNLII T NEeWis, [887Figscrilies the2 LIJ2 I NI LIK
southern portion ofKilnagloryparish,#djoining Inniskenn§{where Ballinora / Ballymah

G2yt yRA | NBantl dedand f@ldRspringsawhieh is a great impediment to

cultivation, especially in wet seasbif)

Main field survey took place on February™2020with a re-visit on March6 2020



Habitat Classification

Habitats recorded during field work

Habitat Levell Habitat Level2 Habitat Level3 Fossitt
Code

Exposed rock and Disturbed ground Recolonising bare ground  ED3
disturbed ground
Cultivated and built Built land Stone walls andther BL1
land stonework
Cultivated andbuilt Built land Earth banks BL2
land
Cultivated and built Built land Buildings and artificial BL3
land surfaces

Tablel Habitats recorded during field wark

Habitats were mapped according the classificatiy Ay W! DdzARS (G2 | FoAGLl
(Fossitt, 2000and with reference tdBest Practice Guidance for Habitat Suraey

MappingISmith, et al., 2011)



Ballinora Habitat Map

FW1 Eroding/upland rivers o] WS Scrub
'S GA1 Improved agricultural grassland - WS2 Immature woodland
WL1 Hedgerows

- GA1 Improved agricultural grassland\WS1 Scrub
GS2 Dry meadows and grassy verges

B 6M1Marsh s BL1 Stone walls and other stonework

HD1 Dense bracken * BL2 Earth banks

E WN6 Wet willow-alder-ash woodland s BL3 Buildings and artificial surfaces

- WD1 (Mixed) broadleaved woodland I BL3 Buildings and artificial surfaces
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Figure3 Habitats mapped during field work.



FW1 Eroding/uplandrivers

The main component of this habitat type in the mapped area is the CurraBgeam Two
smaller vaterbodies also mapped here as FW1 enter the Curraheen Stream from its east
side.That to the southeast isnamed Ballintannign the EPA mapng website
(https:/lgis.epa.ie/EPAMap3/andthat to the north eastasBallymah On the dées of

survey, a third small waterbody was observed on the west side of the Curraheen Stream,
adjacent b the feature mapped as WN&et willow-alderash woodand. Thiswater body

does not appear on EPA map¥eather prior to the day bsurvey had been very wet for a
period of a week or more so this feature may have been a result of surface drainage. It has
however been mapped here as F\Wdcauseahe channel though which it runs is quite

deep indicating that it is in spate on a regubesis at least in winter

GAL1 Improved agricultural grassland

This habitat type isne ofthe largest by area within the apped area. For the most part this
is composed of sward domated by Perennial Ryegrass. One area of this habitat type west
of the bridge and south of the Curraheen Stream lies at the base of a slopmnahd day

of survey was waterlogged. The plant sigsccomposition irthat area did not however

approach that vinich would approach the classification of GS4 Wet grassland.

GS2 Dry meadows and grassy verges

This is applied to a section of one field indregely east of Woodside housing estate. From
an exammation of historic aerial photography this was probablyagmicultural field until c.
1995 but by 2000 wasat in agricultural useSince then large areas of this field have
succeeded to scrub with a cenat portion still grassland. The grass species are
LINSR2YAY | yate | 2 Nidoj&diNSe aedrally tysRocky @udtp @ck
of grazing or mowing. Forbs such as Ragwort, Bleaded Dock, Creeping Buttercup,
Meadow Buttercup and Ribwort &ltain were notedThe term4brbs(s used to refeto

flowering plants that are not woody and not grasses, gsjgushes or woodushes.



Althoughrank grasslanguch as that found heris not very diverse in terms of plant
species, it can provide important habitat for invertebrates such as f¢asonal
Biodiversity Data Centre, 2011) canalso provide habitat forrgpund nesting birds and a

Snipe Gallinago gallinagpwas flushed here during the field survey.

GM1 Marsh

Onesmallsection of the mapped area has been slfisd as GM1 Marsh, although the
classification is tenuous. This refers tteaced area at the base afslope east ofirban
Ballinor. It may have been associated with wastater treatment at some time in the

past. There is no tree canopy over the figa at this time. The soil appears waterlogged
with shallow standing watenisome areas. Reedmace wasted as present awasas
Yellowflag Iris Some rushes were observed. There is quite high coverage of grass which
would normally preclude the class#itton of GM1Marsh but the soil, at time of survewas
too waterlogged to lkassify as grassland. Thewas insufficient open water to classify as

Swamp

Figure4 'GM2 Marsh' at Ballinora

HD1 Dense bracken

This coversguite a large area of slope on the east of the Curraheen Stream within the
mapped area. There &so a smaller section on the west side of the streArmammal

burrow was noted in that section on the east side.



WN6 Wetwillow-alder-ash woodland

This ¢ located west of the bridge over the Curraheen Stream and north of the stream itself.
The canopy is a mixture éfder andWillow with someAsh. In some areas soil was

extremely wet on the day of survey. The source ofexaigging here is likely the a mxture

of the stream and ruyoff from higher ground. In soms&ectionsBramble predominates but

in the wetter areas a mixture @dent grass and mats of Opposleaved Goldersaxifrage
GFr1Sa 2gJSNP CRerpin@ButtetcupilassNBRdstsaivE&omma Valerianand

Remote Sedgeere also noted.

WD1(Mixed) Broadleavedvoodland

This is the second largest habitat type by area inith
the mapped area. There is considerable variation in
canopy and field layer compositiomydrology and

topography acrosdiis habitat type here.

For example, along the two smaller river bodies joining
the Curraheen Stream from the east are strips of
woodiand composed almost entirely of Willow. That
along the more southerly of these two bodigsems of
quite recent developmentAn examination of aerial

photography fromc.2000 bears this out

FigureFig5 Curraheen Stream and woodland at
Ballinora

There is an area east of Woodside estate that hasraber oflarge, old, specimen nenative
conifertrees mixed through with some quite old Sycamore (another-native species) as
well as some native Ash and Hazel. Whereastmidte 19" century mappingndicatesa field
and rough grazing in thiarea, edy 20" century maps show a woodland composed

predominantly of conifers

On the valley floor east of the bridge over the Curraheen Stream, some of the woodland
running along the river has a high component of Willow and Alder with some Ash. Howeve

even tlough the survey took place after periods of vergtwveather, apart from some very
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