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Introduction 
 

This Habitat Mapping project was commissioned by Ballinora Tidy Towns in January 2020. 

The mapped area covers portions of three townlands; Ballinora (sometimes spelled 

Ballynora), Ballymah, and Inishkenny. Within the mapped area (see Fig.1 below) is a section 

of Curraheen Stream and a very steep sided valley through which the stream runs. The 

steepness of this valley in some sections appears to have rendered it largely unsuitable for 

agricultural or development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Mapped Area. 

On the first edition Ordnance Survey 6 inch map from the mid- to-late late 19th century, 

ǎȅƳōƻƭƻƎȅ  ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ΨCǳǊȊŜ ƻǊ ²Ƙƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ wƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǎǇŜǊǎŜŘΩ (National 

Library of Scotland, 2020a). Furze is perhaps more commonly know as Gorse in Ireland, 

Whin is a synonym for this. 
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On the second edition Ordnance Survey 25 inch map from the late 19th to early 20th century, 

symbology ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ŀ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ΨCǳǊȊŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨwƻǳƎƘ tŀǎǘǳǊŜΩ (National Library of Scotland, 

2020b) on the valley sides. 

On the third edition Ordnance Survey 6 inch map from the early-to-mid 20th century there is 

again a mix of ƻŦ ΨCǳǊȊŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨwƻǳƎƘ tŀǎǘǳǊŜΩ. In contrast to earlier maps a section of conifer 

woodland is indicated running north-east along the slopes above the river from just below 

the bridge for about 260 meters. 

To some degree the extent of Gorse seen on older maps still persists today. There are 

notable areas of Bracken on the slopes today which may be a relatively recent development, 

however this may have been included under the desŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŦǳǊȊŜΩΣ ΨǿƘƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ κ ƻǊ ΨǊƻǳƎƘ 

ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜΩ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ in older map symbology. There are only a few conifer trees now standing in 

the section mapped as conifer woodland in the early 20th century, the trees in this woodland 

now being composed primarily of Sycamore, Ash and Alder. Based on a comparison of the 

symbology on the older maps against modern aerial photography the amount of woodland 

in the mapped area would seem to have increased somewhat since the 19th century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 2 Gorse, bramble and woodland on slopes. 

  

In the 21st century there have been changes within the mapped area. Prior to 2000 the area 

where Woodside estate now stands was agricultural fields. Immediately east of the estate 
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three fields, which form a triangle, have succeeded to scrub, immature woodland and rank 

grassland since c.2000. 

The highest point in the mapped area is c. 80 meters above sea level. The Geological Society 

of Ireland website shows bedrock in the area as Ballytrasna Formation Purple mudstone and 

sandstone. Teagasc soil maps indicate soil in the mapped area is of two types. On the steep 

valley sides, it is indicated as beiƴƎ ƛƴ {ƻƛƭ DǊƻǳǇ Ψ[ƛǘƘƻǎƻƭǎΣ ǊŜƎƻǎƻƭǎΩ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ Ψ{ƘŀƭƭƻǿΣ 

well drained, mineral όaŀƛƴƭȅ ŀŎƛŘƛŎύΩ. On the level areas above the valley it is indicated as 

{ƻƛƭ DǊƻǳǇ Ψ!ŎƛŘ .Ǌƻǿƴ 9ŀǊǘƘǎΣ .Ǌƻǿƴ tƻŘȊƻƭƛŎǎΩ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ Ψ5ŜŜǇ ²Ŝƭƭ Drained Mineral 

(Mainly aciŘƛŎύΩΦ 

For 2019 the highest monthly rainfall recorded at the nearby Cork Airport Weather Station 

was 179.20mm in October. The lowest monthly rainfall was in May at 41mm. The average 

monthly rainfall for the year was 105.34mm. 

For that year the maximum temperature recorded was in June at 23.3хC, the lowest was in 

January at -2.1хC. ThŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ŀǘ мсх/ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ сΦнх/Φ 

!ƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ [ŜǿƛǎΩ ¢ƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ (Lewis, 1837) describes the 

southern portion of Kilnaglory parish, Ψadjoining InniskennyΩ (where Ballinora / Ballymah 

ǘƻǿƴƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘύ ŀǎ Ψhilly and the land full of springs, which is a great impediment to 

cultivation, especially in wet seasonǎΩ. 

Main field survey took place on February 20th 2020 with a re-visit on March 6th 2020. 
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Habitat Classification 
 

Table 1 Habitats recorded during field work. 

Habitats were mapped according to the classificatioƴ ƛƴ Ψ! DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ Iŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩ 

(Fossitt, 2000) and with reference to ΨBest Practice Guidance for Habitat Survey and 

MappingΩ (Smith, et al., 2011). 

Habitats recorded during field work 
  

Habitat Level 1 Habitat Level 2 Habitat Level 3 Fossitt 
Code  

Freshwater 
  

Watercourses Eroding/upland rivers FW1 

Grassland and Marsh 
  

Improved grassland Improved agricultural 
grassland 

GA1 

Grassland and Marsh 
  

Semi-natural grassland Dry meadows and grassy 
verges 

GS2 

Grassland and Marsh 
 

Freshwater Marsh Marsh GM1 

Heath and dense 
bracken 

  

Dense bracken Dense bracken HD1 

Woodland and scrub Semi-natural woodland Wet willow-ash-alder 
woodland 

WN6 

Woodland and scrub Highly modified/non-native 
woodland  

(Mixed) broadleaved 
woodland 

WD1 

Woodland and scrub 
  

Scrub/transitional woodland Scrub WS1 

Woodland and scrub 
  

Scrub/transitional woodland Immature woodland WS2 

Woodland and scrub 
  

Linear woodland/scrub Hedgerows WL1 

Woodland and scrub 
  

Linear woodland/scrub Treelines WL2 

Exposed rock and 
disturbed ground 

  

Disturbed ground Recolonising bare ground ED3 

Cultivated and built 
land 

  

Built land Stone walls and other 
stonework 

BL1 

Cultivated and built 
land 

  

Built land Earth banks BL2 

Cultivated and built 
land 

  

Built land Buildings and artificial 
surfaces 

BL3 
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Figure 3 Habitats mapped during field work. 
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FW1 Eroding/upland rivers 
 

The main component of this habitat type in the mapped area is the Curraheen Stream. Two 

smaller waterbodies also mapped here as FW1 enter the Curraheen Stream from its east 

side. That to the south east is named Ballintannig on the EPA mapping website 

(https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/) and that to the north east as Ballymah. On the dates of 

survey, a third small waterbody was observed on the west side of the Curraheen Stream, 

adjacent to the feature mapped as WN6 Wet willow-alder-ash woodland. This water body 

does not appear on EPA maps. Weather prior to the day of survey had been very wet for a 

period of a week or more so this feature may have been a result of surface drainage. It has 

however been mapped here as FW1 because the channel through which it runs is quite 

deep indicating that it is in spate on a regular basis, at least in winter.  

GA1 Improved agricultural grassland 
 

This habitat type is one of the largest by area within the mapped area. For the most part this 

is composed of sward dominated by Perennial Ryegrass. One area of this habitat type west 

of the bridge and south of the Curraheen Stream lies at the base of a slope and on the day 

of survey was waterlogged. The plant species composition in that area did not however 

approach that which would approach the classification of GS4 Wet grassland. 

GS2 Dry meadows and grassy verges 
 

This is applied to a section of one field immediately east of Woodside housing estate. From 

an examination of historic aerial photography this was probably an agricultural field until c. 

1995 but by 2000 was not in agricultural use. Since then large areas of this field have 

succeeded to scrub with a central portion still grassland. The grass species are 

ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ CƻƎ ŀƴŘ /ƻŎƪΩǎ-foot, and these are generally tussocky due to lack 

of grazing or mowing. Forbs such as Ragwort, Broad-leaved Dock, Creeping Buttercup, 

Meadow Buttercup and Ribwort Plantain were noted. The term ΨforbsΩ is used to refer to 

flowering plants that are not woody and not grasses, sedges, rushes or wood-rushes.  
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Although rank grassland such as that found here is not very diverse in terms of plant 

species, it can provide important habitat for invertebrates such as bees (National 

Biodiversity Data Centre, 2017). It can also provide habitat for ground nesting birds and a 

Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) was flushed here during the field survey. 

GM1 Marsh 
 

One small section of the mapped area has been classified as GM1 Marsh, although the 

classification is tenuous. This refers to a fenced area at the base of a slope east of urban 

Ballinora. It may have been associated with waste-water treatment at some time in the 

past. There is no tree canopy over the feature at this time. The soil appears waterlogged 

with shallow standing water in some areas. Reedmace was noted as present as was as 

Yellow-flag Iris. Some rushes were observed. There is quite high coverage of grass which 

would normally preclude the classification of GM1 Marsh but the soil, at time of survey, was 

too waterlogged to classify as grassland. There was insufficient open water to classify as 

Swamp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Figure 4 'GM2 Marsh' at Ballinora. 

 

HD1 Dense bracken 
 

This covers quite a large area of slope on the east of the Curraheen Stream within the 

mapped area. There is also a smaller section on the west side of the stream. A mammal 

burrow was noted in that section on the east side. 
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WN6 Wet willow-alder-ash woodland 
 

This is located west of the bridge over the Curraheen Stream and north of the stream itself. 

The canopy is a mixture of Alder and Willow with some Ash. In some areas soil was 

extremely wet on the day of survey. The source of waterlogging here is likely to be a mixture 

of the stream and run-off from higher ground. In some sections Bramble predominates but 

in the wetter areas a mixture of Bent grass and mats of Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage 

ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ CƻƻƭΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ, Creeping Buttercup, Marsh Bedstraw, Common Valerian and 

Remote Sedge were also noted. 

WD1 (Mixed) Broadleaved woodland 
 

This is the second largest habitat type by area within 

the mapped area. There is considerable variation in 

canopy and field layer composition, hydrology and 

topography across this habitat type here. 

For example, along the two smaller river bodies joining 

the Curraheen Stream from the east are strips of 

woodland composed almost entirely of Willow. That 

along the more southerly of these two bodies seems of 

quite recent development. An examination of aerial 

photography from c.2000 bears this out 

Figure Fig 5 Curraheen Stream and woodland at    
Ballinora. 

There is an area east of Woodside estate that has a number of large, old, specimen non-native 

conifer trees mixed through with some quite old Sycamore (another non-native species) as 

well as some native Ash and Hazel. Whereas mid-to-late 19th century mapping indicates a field 

and rough grazing in this area, early 20th century maps show a woodland composed 

predominantly of conifers 

On the valley floor east of the bridge over the Curraheen Stream, some of the woodland 

running along the river has a high component of Willow and Alder with some Ash. However, 

even though the survey took place after periods of very wet weather, apart from some very 






































